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Background
The University of Connecticut (UConn) has applied for licensure and accreditation of a program in Human Rights leading to the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree to be housed in its College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS). The program is interdisciplinary in nature and brings together coursework from a number of departments in CLAS to deliver the program. The University has a well-established and far-reaching array of undergraduate offerings. The State of Connecticut has already accredited a program in Human Rights leading to a graduate certificate at UConn, and the University also currently offers an undergraduate minor in Human Rights.

Description

Purpose and Objectives

The proposed bachelor’s degree program in Human Rights will allow students to gain an understanding not only of the legal instruments, norms, and institutions that constitute contemporary human rights law, but also the social movements, cultural practices, and literary and artistic representations that have and continue to imagine the human rights ethic in various ways. UConn has articulated a commitment to human rights as one of the University’s “Focused Areas of Excellence,” and the Human Rights program is uniquely positioned to fulfill the University’s general mission of educating students to become contributing members of the state, national, and world communities, and also critical to achieving the more specific objectives of developing new interdisciplinary programming and courses, preparing students for success in a increasingly diverse and global society, and providing new service-learning opportunities. 

Graduates with a degree in Human Rights will be well positioned to continue their studies in a variety of academic disciplines, or in advanced legal, professional, or medical schools.  Graduates entering the workforce will be prepared to enter the social services, non-governmental organization, or state agency fields.

The anticipated Student Learning Outcomes in the Human Rights Major Program will enable students to:

a. Achieve success in an increasingly diverse and global society, one in which the concepts of human rights play a significant role.

b. Experience service learning opportunities to prepare students for a transition from educational to occupational life phases.

c. Obtain an understanding of the legal instruments, norms and institutions that constitute current human rights law.

d. Gain insight into social movements theory and practice, both of which are suffused with human rights principles, rhetoric, and action.

e. Explore diverse cultures and their cultural practices, literary and artistic representations that continue to express the human rights system of ethics and law in various ways.

f. Continue their education in a variety of graduate or professional programs that constitute the professional world of human rights law, research, and advocacy in graduate programs across a variety of liberal arts disciplines, law school, public policy and administration programs, and medical school.

g. Prepare to enter the workforce in a variety of social services, non-governmental (NGO’s) or state agency fields.  

Administration

Director of Undergraduate Programs will be Professor Richard Hiskes (Political Science).  Prof. Hiskes has served as Director of the Human Rights Minor since 2007.

Admission

Undergraduates who are admitted to UConn will be eligible to pursue the program in Human Rights.
Enrollment Projections

The university expects 20 students to enter into the major each year, with twenty students in the first year, 40 students (total) enrolled in the second year, and 60 students (total) enrolled in the third.

Curriculum

To complete the B.A. in Human Rights, students must meet the minimum graduation requirements for UConn, including completion of 120 credits, 45 of which must be numbers 2000 or above; completion of the CLAS general education and concentration requirements; completion of major requirements; and earn a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0 and 2.0 in the courses presented in satisfaction of the major requirements.
Requirements for the Major in Human Rights

	Requirements
	Credits

	   Recommended course
	3

	   Required courses
	9

	   Elective courses
	12

	   Related courses
	12

	   Capstone 
	3

	Total
	36-39


Recommended course (3 credits)
The following course is recommended.

HRTS 1007: Introduction to Human Rights   

Required Courses (9 credits)
Majors must complete 9 credits of Required Courses, with at least 3 credits in each division.  Majors can also take additional Required Courses to satisfy the 12 credits of Electives.
A. Institutions, Laws, Movements 

POLS/HRTS 3212: Comparative Perspectives on Human Rights 

SOC/HRTS 3831: Human Rights in the US 

HIST/HRTS 3202: International Human Rights 

POLS/HRTS 3428: The Politics of Torture 

SOC/HRTS 3837(W): Sociology of Global Human Rights 

SOC/HRTS 3835(W): Refugee Camps and Humanitarianism 

POLS/HRTS 3430: Evaluating Human Rights Practices of Countries 

B. History, Culture, Theory 

HIST/HRTS 3201: History of Human Rights 

POLS/HRTS 3042: Theory of Human Rights 

HIST/HRTS 3207: Genocide after WWII 

HRTS 3231: Human Rights Through Film 

DRAM 4135/HRTS 3135: Theater and Human Rights 

ENG/HRTS 3631: Literature, Culture and Humanitarianism 

PHIL/HRTS 2170 (W): Bioethics and Human Rights in Cross-Cultural Perspective PHIL/HRTS 3219: Topics in Philosophy and Human Rights  

Elective Courses (12 Credits)
Majors must complete a minimum of 12 credits of Elective and/or additional Core Courses.
Anthropology  

ANTH 3028/HRTS 3028: Indigenous Rights and Aboriginal Australia 

ANTH 3153W/HRTS 3153W: Human Rights in Democratizing Countries 

ANTH 3350: Anthropological Perspectives on Women

Economics  

ECON 2127(W): Beyond Self-interest  

ECON 3473(W): Economic Development

English  

ENGL 3619/HRTS 3619 Topics in Literature and Human Rights  

ENGL 3629 Holocaust Literature in English

History  

HIST 3531: Japanese Americans and World War II (or, AASI 3531)  

HIST 3562: History of Women and Gender in the United States, 1790-Present  

HIST 3563/HRTS 3563: African American History to 1865 

HIST 3570: American Indian History

Human Rights  

HRTS 3293: Foreign Study 

HRTS 3295: Special Topics  

HRTS 3298: Variable Topics  

HRTS 3299: Independent Study

Philosophy 

PHIL 3218: Feminist Theory  

PHIL 3220: Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights

Political Science

POLS 3418(W)/HRTS 3418: International Organizations and Law  

POLS 3807/HRTS 3807: Constitutional Rights and Liberties

Puerto Rican & Latino Studies  

PRLS 3221/HRTS 3221: Latinos/as and Human Rights in the U.S. (or, HIST 3575)

Sociology  

SOCI 3221/HRTS 3571: Sociological Perspectives on Asian Am. Women (or, AASI 3221)  

SOCI 3222/HRTS 3573: Asian Indian Women: Activism & Social Change (or, AASI 3222)  

SOCI 3421(W)/HRTS 3421: Class, Power, and Inequality 

SOCI 3429(W)/HRTS 3429: Sociological Perspectives on Poverty  

SOCI 3503(W): Prejudice and Discrimination  

SOCI 3505/HRTS 3505: White Racism  

SOCI 3801(W)/HRTS 3801: Political Sociology  

SOCI 3825/HRTS 3825: African Americans and Social Protest

Women’s Studies  

WS 3263/HRTS 3263: Women and Violence

Capstone Courses (3 credits)

Majors must complete one of the following courses.
HRTS 4991: Service Learning/Internship 

HRTS 4996W: Senior Thesis  

Related Courses (12 credits)

Majors must complete 12 credits of Related Courses as approved by the Director of the Human Rights Major.  

In addition to fulfilling the above requirements, students must complete an additional area of concentration. 
Anticipated Completions

UConn’s extant minor in human rights has a Fall 2011 enrollment of twelve students; additionally four students are pursuing individualized major programs of study that closely mirror the curriculum for the B.A. in Human Rights. The institution anticipates some of these students will request to complete their degrees following the curriculum set forth in this proposal for a B.A. in Human Rights in the coming semesters and has applied for simultaneous licensure and accreditation to accommodate these students.

Resource Support

Faculty

Faculty members teaching in the program hold appointments in other departments. All faculty hold terminal degrees. See appendix for departmental affiliations and degrees. 

Library and Learning Resources

The university does not anticipate that additional library resources will be required to deliver this academic program.

Facilities and Equipment

Most courses that comprise the program are already offered. The university does not anticipate that additional facilities and equipment will be required to deliver this academic program.

List of Faculty

The following faculty members will be teaching in the proposed program (attach additional pages if needed)

	Name and title
	Degree
	Full time or Part time or Adjunct
	Area of Specialization

	
	
	
	

	Assistant Professor Maya Beasley
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Sociology

	Associate Professor Paul Bloomfield
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Philosophy

	Professor Roger N. Buckley
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	History

	Assistant Professor Kerry Bystrom
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	English

	Associate Professor Noel A. Cazenave
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Sociology

	Associate Professor Eleni Coundouriotis
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	English

	Professor Francoise Dussart
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Anthropology

	Professor Gary English
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Drama

	Assistant Professor Mary Fischer
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Sociology

	Assistant Professor Emma Gilligan
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	History

	Professor Davita Glasberg
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Sociology

	Assistant Professor Shareen Hertel
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Political Science

	Associate Professor Anne Hiskes
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Philosophy

	Professor Richard Hiskes
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Political Science

	Assistant Professor Elizabeth Holzer
	Ph.D.
	Full Time
	Sociology


